
Ruth Clausen’s Favorite Drought & Heat Tolerant Perennials, compiled for Womanswork® 
(www.womanswork.com): 

 
 
* indicates ALSO HEAT TOLERANT 
 
Achillea spp. and cvs *  Yarrows 
Agastache spp.and cvs *  Anise hyssop 
Allium spp. *    Ornamental onions 
Amsonia hubrichtii   Arkansas bluestar 
Asclepias tuberosa *   Butterfly weed 
Baptisia cvs    False indigo 
Echinacea spp. and cvs *  Purple coneflower 
Echinops cvs *    Globe thistle 
Eryngium spp.    Sea hollies 
Gaillardia cvs *   Blanket flower 
Iberis sempervirens   Evergreen candytuft 
Knautia macedonica   Knautia 
Lantana camara *   Lantana 
Lavandula cvs *   Lavender 
Liatris spp. and cvs *   Gayfeathers, blazing stars 
Penstemon pinifolius   Pineleaf penstemon 
Perovskia atriplicifolia *  Russian sage 
Salvia spp. and cvs *   Sages 
Sedum spp. and cvs *   Stonecrops 
Stokesia cvs    Stokes’ aster 
Vernonia spp. *   Ironweed 
 
Plus many ornamental grasses including:  
Calamagrostis acutiflora   Feather reed grass 
Festuca glauca   Blue fescue    
Helictrotrichon sempervirens               Blue oat grass 
Muhlenbergia capillaris cvs  Muhly grass 
Panicum virgatum cvs   Switch grass  
 
  Heat tolerant Perennials  
 
Coreopsis spp.and cvs.  Tickseeds 
Gaura lindheimeri   Wand flower 
Helenium spp.and cvs   Sneezeweed 
Hemerocallis spp. and cvs  Day lilies 
Heuchera spp. and cvs  Coral bells, alumroot 
Liriope spp. and cvs   Lilyturf 
Monarda spp. and cvs   Beebalm 
Nepeta spp.and cvs   Catmints 
Rudbeckia spp.and cvs  Black-eyed Susans 
Veronica spp and cvs   Speedwells 
Yucca spp.    Yucca 
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